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Minutes of the 6th International Seminar on :

Changes in sheep and goat farming systems at the beginning of the 21st Century (research, tools, methods and initiatives in favour of a sustainable development)

Ponte de Lima (Portugal) 15 – 17th November 2007 

By P. Morand-Fehr and F. Pacheco

1. Organization of the Seminar : 

The 6th international seminar organized by the sub-network FAO-CIHEAM on sheep and goat production systems was held in North Portugal, in Ponte de Lima during 3 days (2 days for scientific sessions, 1 day for technical visits) from 15 to 17 November 2007 on invitation of the DRAP-Norte (Portuguese Ministry of Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries – Regional Direction of Agriculture of the North of Portugal) and particularly, of Filipe Pacheco who endorsed with his team, the task of the organization of this seminar.

This seminar was held in the High Institute of Agriculture of Ponte de Lima (Escola Superior Agraria de Ponte de Lima – ESAPL) in very good conditions for presenting the scientific information, discussions and considerations on themes of different sessions, and also thanks to an excellent level of simultaneous translation.

2. Participants :

One hundred six experts on small ruminants participated to this seminar. Around half of them were Portuguese (47 participants). Then Spanish and French participants were the most numerous (respectively 22 and 13 participants).

This seminar hosted delegates from 15 different countries : 5 countries from Mediterranean Europe (Portugal, Spain, France, Italy, Greece), 2 countries from Northern Europe (Germany, Norway), 3 countries from South Mediterranean (Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt), 2 countries from East Mediterranean (Lebanon, Israël), 1 CEEC country (Romania), 1 country from Tropical Africa (Burkina Faso) and 1 country from South America (Mexico).

Most of these experts were representatives of agronomic research institutes of their own country. Women accounted for 29% of them. Accordingly, efforts achieved for increasing women representation have proven to begin to be successful.

It appears that the level of participation of different countries is in accordance with situation of research on sheep and goat production systems in concerned countries.

Nevertheless in the future, it might be necessary to reinforce participation of experts from development institutions and of experts coming from Central and Eastern European Countries (CEEC). But participation of such experts would request finances, finances being the limiting factor to such participation.

3. Objectives :

· The main objective of this seminar was to study questions of current concern for sheep and goat production systems by the beginning of this 21st century and likely to initiate them to evoluate and to get adapted quickly. In such understanding, the question of sustainability of such productions was the focus of session 2 due to its major interest and current concern in Mediterranean Basin.

· The second objective was to study how to improve the attractiveness of sheep and goat productions and also to increase the valorisation of their products.

· The third objective was to pursue efforts already achieved during the previous seminars (Alghero 2003, Sevilla 2005) in regards of development of reliable methods for evaluation of such systems purpose (session 1).

But this seminar was also focused on other objectives, among them :

· To inform our Portuguese colleagues on all subjects linked sheep and goat production systems so as to establish contacts between different countries so as providing help to Portuguese research in this field.

· To have an overview on progress of studies of the working group in charge of indicators booklet used for evaluation of these systems.

4. Scientific programme :

The scientific programme of this seminar was established by Filipe Pacheco, Pierre Morand-Fehr and Jean-Paul Dubeuf (Annexe 1) with the help of the Scientific Committee constituted of 12 experts from 7 different countries.

110 proposals of communications were received from 20 different countries and each of them was submitted to 2 referees. Finally, 32 oral communications and 50 posters were accepted. Subjects not relevant with the theme of this seminar were rejected. Generally, communications were of good quality which is an improvement in comparison with previous seminars.

Besides, 7 invited papers were presented during the three sessions and round table on modelling .

Abstracts of all oral communications (invited papers and short papers) and posters were distributed to participants presented on a 86 pages document.

SESSION 1 – Evaluation of production systems

Firstly, it has been noted an huge methodological deficit in description and evaluation of sheep and goat production systems and also in regard of objective comparisons to be made between these different systems. The sub-network FAO-CIHEAM on sheep and goats achieved efforts during the ten past years for meeting this need by setting up a methodology based on a set of indicators validated by a working group constituted by experts from different countries. Gilbert Toussaint presented an overview on the progress of this work. During the past 2 years, significant advances were achieved on evaluation of the level of sustainability of these systems. 4 major interesting communications were presented on this subject with applications in Lebanon, Algeria, Spain and Portugal. Besides, applications of the sub-network’s methods in Spain and Romania and Morocco were presented. 

Limited advances were also observed on extensive systems and on grassland systems. The working group on evaluation of production met in Ponte de Lima. The Minutes of this meeting will be drafted on a separate report.

Two major decisions have been taken :

The current method will be published in Options Mediterranéennes so as it may be used as bibliographical reference in scientific publications. Moreover, this will be the concretisation of several years of work and will be helpful for experts needing to establish diagnosis on production systems.

On another hand, this working group will continue its activities by concretising them by a publication additional to the one of Options Mediterranéennes 2008, particularly on extensive systems, quality of products, pasture, etc…

But this work group will achieve its studies within the frame of the sub-network. But its work won’t have to be mismatched with other activities of the sub-network.

ROUND TABLE – Modelling

A round table was held on modelling used as method for studying production systems. Two reports were presented by 2 specialists : Mrs Muriel Tichit and Mrs Magali Jouven who, by presenting concrete examples, explained the interest of such a method in this field, but also the conditions for obtaining original results with such method.

At least 12 participants expressed their interest for investing in this method or have informed having already started an approach toward modelling. It has been decided to call the CIHEAM for the organisation of a 1 or 2 weeks training course focused on the analysis of production systems based on modelling.

Besides, this round table hosted a huge number of posters. Some of these posters presented very advanced production systems in regions where there is little available information on sheep and goat systems.

SESSION 2 – The role of sheep and goat production systems in natural protected areas.

This session was very rich in terms of discussion and interesting consideration thanks to the high quality of invited papers on very various subjects. 

A first invited paper dealt with the linkage of the sheep and goat production system and the impact on the environment. It sets out  the environmental, socio-economic and policy issues linked to the development of these systems. It shows that maintaining High Nature Value (HNV) systems, needs a better policy at different levels, from market regulations and farm payments with environmental  rationales to extension actions at farms level.

A second paper presented the characteristics of production systems in protected areas by taking the example of the Greek Natura 2000 Network. The management of grassland and rangeland is of major interest. It appears that for reaching the objectives of national parks, these preserved areas must be maintained under moderate grazing activity.

The last invited paper presented conflicts 
ccurring between farmers and ecological groups aimed at initiating the introduction of predatory animals. It assess the underlying values supported by the different stake-holders on the basis of an ethical matrix by exploring way of resolving these conflicts.

SESSION 3 – Attractiveness and valorisation of the sheep and goat farming activity.

Farmers’ pluri-activity is frequent in sheep and goat production. Such situation initiates consequences at familial level. The distribution of tasks between wife and husband must be aimed at the adaptation to constraints between each of them. The objectives of sheep production may be very different when the farmer has an huge activity dedicated to tourism. Such farming systems raises important methodological problems linked to their evaluation.

The last paper dealt with the organization of  the “filiere” of high quality products. It stressed the factors of success of such initiatives which must be managed by all actors of the “filiere”. It suggested the Mc Kinsey method for analysing the efficiency of such products within the frame of actions managed in Portugal in the Tras-os-Montes region.

5. Technical visits.

The first technical visit was dedicated to the Peneda-Geres National Park (Parque Nacional da Penda-Geres) located near the city of Arcos Valdevez. In afternoon, a farm using pluri-activity was visited near the city of Famalicao. In addition to goat farming and rural activities, the farmer cultivates vineyard, kiwis, raspberries. The history of the farm, its advantages and constraints were analysed and discussed.

6. Conclusions :

The conclusions of this seminar were presented and discussed during the administrative closing session. The major issues are as follow :

· The participants to this seminar have greatly appreciated the selection of subjects presented, since very close of their major interests. Time dedicated to discussions was sufficient. Accordingly, the seminar reached its objectives. It is essential that none session must be held simultaneously with an other one.

· There will be 2 publications of these Proceedings : one in Portuguese language, and another one in Options Mediterranéennes (French and English languages) in identical conditions than those of previous seminars. The Editor in Chief is Filipe Pacheco assisted by Jean-Paul Dubeuf, Pierre Morand-Fehr and members of the Scientific Committee.

· The working group : Evaluation of systems, must work independently like other groups within this network. During the past few years, this working group was the only working group of this sub-network and consequently sub-network’s members had a tendency to mismatch the sub-network and this working-group.

Besides, in the domain of modelling, a working group might be set up after the training courses organized by the CIHEAM. Considerations might be discussed among participants interested by the subjects : predatory animals pluri-activity… But, it is too early for evoking the organization of such groups.

· As regard the place of the 7th seminar in 2009, different candidatures were analysed, particularly Lebanon. The situation is not yet sufficiently stable for scheduling the organisation of this next seminar in this country, despite the interest expressed by the sub-network members for such an opportunity. Decision has been taken to postpone such a project to 2011, subject to its feasibility. An other candidature considered was : France ; different contacts must be made quickly in this country. If it is not possible in France, the IAMZ of Zaragoza will be happy to host such event. The scientific programme will have to include subject of current concern but the subject : Impact of environment on production systems, evoked in Ponte de Lima will deserve more developments.

· We still have to express our warm thanks to the DRAP and the city of Ponte de Lima which greatly supported the organisation of this seminar, and also the CIHEAM who contributed to the financial support and, of course Filipe Pacheco who worked hard for the success of this seminar, and also all his team.

N.B. : Several photos concerning this seminar are available on line :

15 octobre 2007

http://picasaweb.google.pt/pacheco.filipe/6thInternationalSeminarPonteDeLima?authkey=DeXYdKRKFB4
16 octobre 2007

http://picasaweb.google.pt/pacheco.filipe/6thInternationalSeminarPonteDeLima02?authkey=nt37vHgMnr4
17 octobre 2007

http://picasaweb.google.pt/pacheco.filipe/6thInternationalSeminarPonteDeLima03?authkey=MtiYHK3QPfU
ANNEXE 1

JEUDI, 15 NOVEMBRE 2007

	8:00
	9:00
	Inscription et documentation. Affichage des posters.

	 
	
	

	9:00
	9:45
	Ouverture officielle et introduction sur les objectifs du séminaire.

Représentants de la FAO, CIHEAM, ESAPL et DRAP-Norte


SESSION 1: ÉVALUATION DES SYSTEMES DE PRODUCTION
Communications orales

	9:45
	9:55
	Gilbert Toussaint (France)



	9:55
	10:10
	Multi-criteria evaluation of small ruminant farming systems sustainability in Lebanon and Algeria.

M. Marie, G. Srour, B. Ziki, S. Abi Saab, H. Yakhlef, F. Ghozlane (Liban)

	10:10
	10:25
	Évaluation of small ruminant farming systems sustainability in Lebanon.

G. Srour, M. Marie et S. Abi Saab (Liban)

	10:25
	10:40
	Proposal of indicators of sustainability for small ruminant pastoral husbandry.

J. Nahed, Y. Mena, F.A. Ruiz, et J.M.Castel (Espagne)

	10:40
	10:55
	Changement des systèmes d’élevage caprin de l’Entre Douro e Minho : analyse des modes de production et des indicateurs de durabilité.

F. Pacheco, G. Machado et L. Cruz (Portugal)

	10:55
	11:15
	Coffee-break

	11:15
	11:30
	Comparaison des indicateurs technico-économiques des exploitations caprines laitières de l'Espagne et de la France.

F.A Ruiz, N. Bossis, J.M. Castel, E. Caramelle-Holtz, Y.Mena, C. Guinamard (Espagne)

	11:30
	11:55
	Discussion

	11:55
	12:10
	Résultats technico-économiques d’élevages ovins au Maroc.

M. Ibnelbachyr, B. Boulanouar et S. Fagouri (Maroc)

	12:10
	12:25
	The investigations of goat production systems in Romania.

Stela Zamfirescu, Elena Sogorescu, G. Toussaint (Roumanie)

	12:25
	12:40
	Caractérisation des systèmes de production caprins en Andalousie et au nord du Maroc : étude comparative.

M. Chentouf, F. Arrebola Molina, B. Boulanouar, Terradillos A., Caravaca F., Casas C. et J.L. Bister (Maroc)

	12:40
	12:55
	A whole farm analysis of goat production systems in North Sinai.

S. Alsheikh et H. El-Shaer (Égypte)

	13:00
	14:30
	Déjeuner


Communications orales (cont.)

	14:30
	14:55
	Visite des posters

	14:55
	15:15
	Discussion

	15:15
	15:45
	Synthèse des posters et discussion générale

	15:45
	16:05
	Coffee-break


SESSION 2: LA PLACE DES SYSTEMES DE PRODUCTION OVINE ET CAPRINE DANS LES ESPACES NATURELS PROTEGES
Rapports généraux

	16:15
	16:45
	Evaluation of production systems in protected areas: case studies on the Natura 2000 Network.

I. Hadjigeorgiou et G. Zervas (Grèce)

	16:45
	17:15
	Les systèmes ovins et caprins de l’union européenne : implications pour l’environnement.

X. Poux, G. Beaufoy, E. Bignal, B. Ramain (France)

	17:15
	17:35
	La cohabitation entre faune sauvage et élevage de petits ruminants. Considerations ethiques et gestion des conflits

Michel Marie (France)

	17:35
	18:05
	Discussion

	 
	
	

	19:00
	20:00
	Visite de Ponte de Lima


VENDREDI, 16 NOVEMBRE 2007

SESSION 2 (CONT.)
Communications orales

	8:30
	8:45
	Assessing costs of reaching sustainable grazing levels for sheep in alpine habitats.

L. J. Asheim, A. Mysterud and A. Hegrenes (Norvège)

	8:45
	9:00
	Pastoralism in Natural Parks of Andalusia (Spain) : a tool for fire prevention and the naturalization of ecosystems.

J. Ruiz-Mirazo, A. B. Robles and J. L. González-Rebollar (Espagne)

	9:00
	9:15
	The pasturing systems in the evaluation system of the wolf’s damages.

C. Pinto et C. Costa (Portugal)

	9:15
	9:30
	Les conséquences de la présence du loup sur la réorganisation des activités en élevage ovin pastoral.

J. Lasseur et L. Garde (France)

	9:30
	9:45
	Intérêts et limites de l’élevage de chèvre dans les écosystèmes fragiles et options d’amélioration endogènes : étude d’un cas dans les systèmes d’élevage sahélien a faibles intrants du Mali.

M. Sangaré (Mali)

	9:45
	10:00
	Gestion pastorale du complexe lagunaire de Canet (site Natura 2000 Fr 9101465) par des ovins.

Jean-Jacques Rochon, Jean Pierre Goby (France)

	10:00
	10:15
	The planning of grazing in protected areas. From analytical procedures to an integral vision.

L.A. Bermejo et J. Mata (Espagne)

	10:15
	10:30
	La question du maintien de l’élevage ovin dans la gestion et la conservation des espaces naturels à haute valeur naturelle en Languedoc Roussillon : à la croisée de l’écologique, de l’économique et du politique

M. Dimanche, G. Zinsstag, G. Aussibal, E. Genevet, A. Souchon, A. Méchain, B. Lambert (France)

	10:30
	11:10
	Coffee-break et visite des posters

	11:10
	11:35
	Discussion

	11:35
	11:50
	Synthèse des posters

	11:50
	12:00
	Synthèse des posters de la session « Sujets variés concernant la production ovine et caprine »


SESSION 3 : ATTRACTIVITE ET VALORISATION DES ACTIVITES D’ELEVAGE OVIN ET CAPRIN
Rapports généraux et table ronde

	12:10
	12:35
	Pluriactivité : Diversification des activités et opportunités de marché

François Léger (France)

	12:35
	13:00
	Success factors in the chain of quality animal products of Trás-os-Montes.

Luís Tibério et Artur Cristóvão (Portugal)

	13:00
	14:30
	Déjeuner


SESSION PARALLELE : TABLE RONDE SUR LA MODELISATION
	14:30
	15:00
	Modelling livestock farming systems: what have we learned and where do we go from here?
Muriel Tichit (France)

	15:00
	15:30
	Modelling small ruminant farming systems in mediterranean areas.

Magali Jouven (France)

	15:30
	15:45
	Bilans énergétiques en élevage ovin viande : quelles voies d’adaptation pour une meilleure maîtrise.
Marc Benoit (France)

	15:45
	16:00
	Élevage ovin laitier dans les systèmes de production du Nord de la Tunisie.

Aziza Mohamed (Tunisie)

	16:00
	16:30
	Discussion


SESSION 3 (CONT.)
	14:30
	15 :15
	Table ronde (cont.)


Communications orales

	15:20
	15:35
	Le secteur caprin laitier andalou: stratégies de recherche, développement et formation afin d’augmenter la valeur ajoutée des fromages artisanaux.

J.M. Castel; L. Navarro; F.A. Ruiz; Y. Mena; S. Sayadi; S. Hevilla et M. Jiménez (Espagne)

	15:35
	15:50
	Caprin Extensif : Elevage Durable enquête de Développement.

Rémi Bouche, Célia Bordeaux, Chjara Aragni (France)

	15:50
	16:05
	Flexibilité et insertion dans des enjeux collectifs deux enjeux de durabilité des systèmes de production.

Martine Napoléone (France)

	16:05
	16:20
	The impact of introduction of new technologies on Bedouin sheep production in the Negev in Israel.

E. Gootwine, A. Al Baqain, M. Abu Siam, H. Leibovich, P. Herold, S. Reicher and A. Valle Zárate (Israël)

	16:20
	16:55
	Coffee-break et visite des posters

	16:55
	17:10
	The IOSTO project as a contribution to the improvement of sheep breeding in mountain areas of Sardinia.

G.M. Vacca, V. Carcangiu, M.L. Dettori, M. Pazzola, A. M. Rocchigiani, S. Luridiana, P.P. Bini (Italie)

	17:10
	17:30
	Discussion

	17:30
	17:50
	Synthèse des posters

	17:50
	18:25
	Session finale et conclusions du séminaire

Pierre Morand-Fehr, Filipe Pacheco et Jean-Paul Dubeuf

	18:30
	
	Clôture de la session

	 
	 
	 

	20:00
	22:30
	Dîner (Produits Régionaux)


SAMEDI, 17 NOVEMBRE 2007

	9:00
	
	Visites techniques et touristique et en particulier la visite au Parc National Peneda-Gerês.



	13:00
	
	Déjeuner




